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This Listing of Claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listine of Claims: 




\ 




1. 



(Currently Amended) A stowboard binding comprising: 



a base member having a base plate wit 
longitudinal axis extending between said front 



i a front portion, a rear portion and a 
and rear portions; and 



a rear binding member coupled to a fir: t lateral side of said rear portion of said base 



plate to extend inwardly toward said center lor 



gitudinal axis into a snowboard boot receiving 



area above said base plate, said rear binding m 
relative to said base member, said first latch m 



pivot axis substantially parallel to said longituc inal axis to selectively engage a heel portion 
of the snowboard boot, 



mber including a first latch member movable 
^mber being pivotally supported about a first 



said first latch member being arranged 



and laterally outwardly away from said center 1 mgitudinal axis upon application of a force on 



said first latch member in a direction substantia 
snowboard boot, and to move upwardly away fr 
upon removal of said force. 



y towards said base member by the 

)m said base member and laterally inwardly 



move downwardly toward said base member 



2. (Currently Amended) A 

a base member having a front portion, a 
between said front and rear portions; 

a first rear binding member coupled to a 
base member, said first rear binding member incl 
to said base member, said first latch member bein 

substantially parallel to said longitudinal axis , saifl first latch member being configured to 
engage a first rear catch portion of a snowboard boot ; and 

a second rear binding member coupled to a second lateral side of said rear portion of 
said base member, said second rear binding member including a second latch member 
movable relative to said base member, said second latch member being pivotally supported 



s lowboard binding comprising: 
i ear portion and a longitudinal axis extending 



r irst lateral side of said rear portion of said 
iding a first latch member movable relative 
pivotally supported about a first pivot axis 
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about a second pivot axis substantially parallel to said longitudinal axis , said second latch 
member being configured to engage a secorM rear catch portion of the snowboard boot . 



said first and second latch members 
base member and laterally outwardly away 



>eing arranged to move downwardly toward said 
from relative to each other and away from said 



longitudinal axis upon application of a force 
direction substantially towards said base meihber 



on said first and second latch members in the 



3. (Original) 
comprising 

a front binding member movably couj 



A snowboard binding according to claim 2, further 



led to said front portion of said base member 



between a release position and a latched position. 



4. (Previously Amended) A s: 
wherein 

said first and second latch members are 



owboard binding according to claim 2, 



arranged to move laterally apart relative to 



each other from first and second initial positioi s to first and second guide positions upon 
application of said force on said first and second latch members in said direction substantially 
towards said base member. 

5. (Currently Amended) A snc wboard binding according to claim 4, 



wherein 



said first latch member is arranged to mc 



ve from said first guide position to a first 



locking position to selectively hold the a first rejir catch portion of the a snowboard boot; and 



said second latch member is arranged to 
second locking position to selectively hold the a 
boot. 



nove from said second guide position to a 
second rear catch portion of the snowboard 



6. (Original) A snowboard bihding according to claim 2, wherein 

said first and second latch members are normally urged to first and second initial 



positions by first and second biasing members, re 



ipectively. 
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(Original) 



A snowboard 



binding according to claim 2, wherein 



said first and second latch members are first and second pawls that are normally urged 



by first and second biasing members from first 
locking positions, respectively, said first pawl 



and second guide positions to first and second 
includes a first locking surface and a first guide 



surface, said second pawl includes a second locking surface and a second guide surface 



8. (Original) A snowboard 

said first pawl is pivotally supported aljout 
is pivotally supported about said second pivot 



9. (Original) A snowboard 

said base member includes a mounting 
extending perpendicularly from said mounting 
said first and second latch members coupled thereto 



binding according to claim 7, wherein 

said first pivot axis, and said second pawl 



axis. 



binding according to claim 2, wherein 
portion and a pair of side attachment portions 
portion, said side attachment portions having 
, respectively. 



10. (Original) 



A snowboard 



>inding according to claim 9, wherein 



said base member further includes a higpback support extending upwardly relative to 
said rear portion of said base member. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A Snowboard binding comprising: 

a base member having a front portion, a year portion and a longitudinal axis extending 
between said front and rear portions; 

a front binding member movably coupled to said front portion of said base member 
between a release position and a latched position! said front binding member including a 
connecting portion and a binding flange that is b e ing arranged to move in a forward and ' 
downward direction relative to said base memberlwhen moving from said latched position to 
said release position relative to said longitudinal gtxis , said connecting portion extending from 
a forward end of said binding flange in said latched position such that said connecting portion 
is configured to limit forward movement of a front[ catch of a snowboard boot along said 
longitudinal axis in said latched position : and 

a first rear binding member coupled to a first lateral side of said rear portion of said 
base member, said first rear binding member includmg a first latch member movable relative 
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to said base member, said first latch member being pivotally supported about a first pivot axis 
substantially parallel to said longitudinal ads, 

ij;ed to move laterally upon application of a force in 
iiember. 



said first latch member being arran; 
a direction substantially towards said base 



12. (Previously Amended) ^ snowboard binding according to claim 11, 
wherein 

said front binding member includes 
latched position by a front biasing member 



a front pawl urged in a rear direction to said 
that applies an urging force on said front pawl, 



and a release lever coupled to said front pawl to move said front pawl from said latched 



position to said release position upon appli 
greater than said urging force of said front 



ation of a force on said release lever that is 
biasing member. 



13. (Original) A snowbotrd binding according to claim 11, wherein 
said front binding member is longiti dinally adjustable relative to said front portion of 

said base member such that said front binding member can be selectively coupled at different 
longitudinal positions relative to said base njLember. 

14. (Original) A snowboafd binding according to claim 13, wherein 
said rear binding member is longitudinally adjustable relative to said rear portion of 

said base member such that said rear binding member can be selectively coupled at different 
longitudinal positions relative to said base mpmber. 

15. (Original) A snowboard binding according to claim 1, wherein 
said rear binding member is longitudinally adjustable relative to said rear portion of 

said base member such that said rear binding member can be selectively coupled at different 
longitudinal positions relative to said base member. 



16. (Original) A snowboard binding according to claim 2, wherein 

said rear portion of said base member includes a base plate with said first and second 

rear binding members mounted on support members that are slanted upwardly and outwardly 

relative to said base plate. 
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heel 



1 7 . (Original) A snowbo]ard 

said support members are part of a 



1 8 . (Currently Amended) 



and a second rear catch portion located at a 
a snowboard binding configured to 



f 



binding according to claim 1 6, wherein 
cup with a highback support mounted thereto. 



A snowboard binding system, comprising: 
a snowboard boot having a sole portion, a front catch portion located at a front part of 
said sole portion, a first rear catch portion located at a first lateral side of said sole portion 

second lateral side of said sole portion; and 
I >e releasablv r e l e asabl e coupled to said 



snowboard boot, said snowboard binding in eluding 

a base member having a front po *tion, a rear portion and a longitudinal axis 

extending between said front and rear portions; 
a front binding member movablylcoupled to said front portion of said base 

member between a release position and a latched position to selectively hold 
said front catch portion; 
a first rear binding member couplejd to a first lateral side of said rear portion of 
said base member, said first rear binding member including a first latch 
member movable relative to said base member to selectively hold said first 
rear catch portion of said snowboard boot; and 
a second rear binding member coupled to a second lateral side of said rear portion 
of said base member, said second rear binding member including a second 
latch member movable relative to said base member to selectively hold said 
second rear catch portion of said snowboard boot, 
said first and second latch members being arranged to move downwardly toward 
said base member and laterally away from apart r e lativ e to each other and r \c 5s 
away from said longitudinal axis upon application of a force on said first and ^ 
second latch members in a direction substantially towards said base member 
by said snowboard boot. 



19. (Original) A snowboard bindftig system according to claim 18, wherein 

said first and second latch members are norrrtally urged to first and second initial 
positions by first and second biasing members, respectively. 
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20. (Original) A snowboard 

said first latch member is pivotally 
latch member is pivotally supported about a 



binding system according to claim 19, wherein 
supported about a first pivot axis, and said second 
second pivot axis. 



21. (Original) A snowboard binding system according to claim 20, wherein 

said first and second pivot axes are arranged substantially parallel to said longitudinal 



axis of said base member. 

22. (Original) A snowbosird 

said first and second latch members 

respectively, that are arranged substantially 

member. 



23. (Original 



binding system according to claim 21, wherein 
lave first and second elongated locking surfaces, 
parallel to said longitudinal axis of said base 



A snowboard binding system according to claim 21, wherein 



said first and second latch members 1 
respectively, that diverge relative to said Ion 



ave first and second elongated locking surfaces, 
tudinal axis of said base member as said first 



and second elongated locking surfaces extend from said rear portion of said base member 
towards said front portion of said base member. 



24. (Original) A snowboardl binding system according to claim 20, wherein 
said first and second pivot axes diverge relative to said longitudinal axis of said base 

member as said first and second pivot axes extend from said rear portion of said base member 
towards said front portion of said base member 

25. (Original) A snowboard Binding system according to claim 24, wherein 
said first and second latch members have first and second elongated locking surfaces, 

respectively, that are arranged substantially parallel to said first and second pivot axes, 
respectively, such that said first and second elongated locking surfaces diverge relative to 
said longitudinal axis of said base member as saia first and second elongated locking surfaces 
extend from said rear portion of said base membe^ towards said front portion of said base 
member. 
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26. (Original) A snowboard 

said first and second latch memben 
by first and second biasing members from 
locking positions, respectively, said first 
surface, said second pawl includes a second 



pawl 



27. (Original) A snowbcfard 

said first pawl is pivotally supporte 
pivotally supported about a second pivot axis 



binding system according to claim 18, wherein 
are first and second pawls that are normally urged 
irst and second guide positions to first and second 
includes a first locking surface and a first guide 
locking surface and a second guide surface. 



binding system according to claim 26, wherein 
i about a first pivot axis, and said second pawl is 



28. (Previously Amended) 
27, wherein 

said base member includes a m 
extending perpendicularly from said moun 
said first and second latch members coupl 



snowboard binding system according to claim 

oun^ing portion and a pair of side attachment portions 
ing portion, said side attachment portions having 
ejd thereto, respectively. 



29. (Original) A snowboiard 

said base member further includes £i 
said rear portion of said base member. 



30. (Original) A snowboard 

said first and second pivot axes are 
axis of said base plate. 



31. (Original) 



binding system according to claim 28, wherein 
highback support extending upwardly relative to 



binding system according to claim 29, wherein 
arranged substantially parallel to said longitudinal 



A snowbosrd binding system according to claim 30, wherein 



said front binding member includes k front pawl urged to said latched position by a 
front biasing member that applies an urging iforce on said front pawl, and a release lever 
coupled to said front pawl to move said front pawl from said latched position to said release 
position upon application of a force on said release lever that is greater said urging force of 
said front biasing member. 
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32. (Original) A snowboarx binding system according to claim 18, wherein 

said first latch member is arranged to iold said first rear catch portion at a plurality of 

different heights relative to said base membei ; and 

said second latch member is arranged to hold said second rear catch portion at a 

plurality of different heights relative to said t ase member. 



33. (Original) A snowboarjd 

said first rear catch portion includes 
said second rear catch portion includes 



34. (Original) 



said first notches are located at a first 



binding system according to claim 32, wherein 
plurality of first notches; and 
a plurality of second notches. 



A snowboard binding system according to claim 33, wherein 



lateral side of said snowboard boot; and 



said second notches are located at a second lateral side of said snowboard boot such 
that said second notches face in a substantially opposite direction from said first notches. 



binding system according to claim 34, wherein 
direction substantially parallel to said longitudinal 



35. (Original) A snowboard 

said first notches are elongated in a 
axis of said base member; and 

said second notches are elongated in ^ direction substantially parallel to said 
longitudinal axis of said base member. 



36. (Original) A snowboard binding system according to claim 18, wherein 

said front binding member is longitudinally adjustable relative to said front portion of 

member can be selectively coupled at different 



said base member such that said front binding 
longitudinal positions relative to said base meinber 



37. (Currently Amended) A snowboard binding system according to claim 
36, wherein 

said first and second rear binding meml ers are m e mb e r is longitudinally adjustable 
relative to said rear portion of said base membe r such that said first and second rear binding 
members mombor can be selectively coupled at different longitudinal positions relative to 
said base member. 
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snowboard binding system according to claim 



3 8 . (Currently Amended) 
18, wherein 

said first and second rear binding members are m e mb e r is longitudinally adjustable 
relative to said rear portion of said base meijiber 



members m e mb e r can be selectively couple 
said base member. 



39. (Original) A snowboafrd 

said rear portion of said base membe r 

rear binding members mounted on support 

relative to said base plate. 



such that said first and second rear binding 
at different longitudinal positions relative to 



binding system according to claim 18, wherein 
includes a base plate with said first and second 
nhembers that are slanted upwardly and outwardly 



40. (Original) A snowboard binding system according to claim 39, wherein 
said support members are part of a heel cup with a highback support mounted thereto. 

4 1 . (Currently Amended) / L snowboard boot, comprising: 
an upper portion; and 

a sole portion coupled to said upper po lion, said sole portion having a first rear catch 
portion located at a first lateral side of said sole portion and a second rear catch portion 



located at a second lateral side of said sole po] 



on, 



said first rear catch portion including atlleast one longitudinally extending first notch 
with a first op e n rear end and said second rear catch portion including at least one 
longitudinally extending second notch with a second op e n r e ar e nd , 

said first op e n r e ar e nd having a h e ight and a depth substantially e qual to a h e ight and 
depth of said first notch being open in a rearwa ro direction such that said first notch is 
viewable in a longitudinal direction from behind said first rear catch portion and such that a 
first latch of a snowboard binding can slide longitudinally rearwardly within said first notch 
out of engagement with said first notch when saia snowboard boot is coupled to the 
snowboard binding and moved longitudinally forward relative thereto, and said second open 
r e ar e nd having a h e ight and a depth substantially e qual to a h e ight and d e pth of said second 
notch being open in a rearward direction such thattsaid second notch is viewable in a 
longitudinal direction from behind said second rean catch portion and such that a second latch 
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of the snowboard binding can slide longituc inallv rearwardlv within said second notch out of 



engagement with said second notch when s< 



id snowboard boot is coupled to the snowboard 



binding and moved longitudinally forward r Native thereto . 



42. (Original) A snowboard 

said first rear catch portion includes 
said second rear catch portion 



boot according to claim 41, wherein 
plurality of first notches; and 
includ s a plurality of second notches. 



43. (Currently Amended) A 
said first notches are elongated in a di 
longitudinal axis of said sole portion bas e 



snowboard boot according to claim 42, wherein 
ection substantially parallel to a said 
mefrib e r ; and 



said second notches are elongated in a 
longitudinal axis of said sole portion bas e meiftber. 



direction substantially parallel to said 



44. (Original) A snowboard 

said first notches are substantially V-sliaped 
said second notches are substantially V 



boot according to claim 42, wherein 

; and 
shaped. 



45. (Original) A snowboard ?oot according to claim 42, wherein 

each of said first notches has a first abu ment surface angled relative to a bottom 
surface of said sole portion; and 

each of said second notches has a second abutment surface angled relative to said 
bottom surface of said sole portion. 



46. (Original) A snowboard bdot according to claim 41 , wherein 

said first and second rear catch portions ajre integrally formed with said sole portion as 
a one-piece, unitary member. 



47. (Original) A snowboard boAt according to claim 41 , wherein 

said sole portion includes a front catch por tion located at a front part of said sole 



portion. 
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48. (Original) A snowboard b 



>ot according to claim 47, wherein 



said front catch portion is a U-shaped member with a bight portion and a pair of leg 
portions coupled to said sole portion. 

49. (Currently Amended) A sr owboard binding system, comprising: 
a snowboard boot having a sole portioi t, a front catch portion located at a front part of 
said sole portion, a first rear catch portion located at a first lateral side of said sole portion 
and a second rear catch portion located at a sec ond lateral side of said sole portion, 

said first rear catch portion including a :>air of substantially parallel first notches 
located at different heights relative to each other and said second rear catch portion including 
a pair of substantially parallel second notches 1< >cated at different heights relative to each 
other; and 



a snowboard binding configured to be re 



leasablv r e l e asabl e coupled to said 



snowboard boot, said snowboard binding inclui 

a base member having a front portion, a rear portion and a longitudinal axis 
extending between said front and tear portions; 

a front binding member movably coupled to said front portion of said base 

member between a release positio^i and a latched position to selectively hold 
said front catch portion; 

a first rear binding member coupled tola first lateral side of said rear portion of 
said base member, said first rear binding member including a first latch 
member movable relative to said base member to selectively engage said first 
rear catch on e of said first notch e s df said snowboard boot; and 

a second rear binding member coupled io a second lateral side of said rear portion 
of said base member, said second rear binding member including a second 
latch member movable relative to saijd base member to selectively engage said 
second rear catch ono of said second notches of said snowboard boot, 



said first and second latch members being arranged to initially move laterally 
apart relative to each other to guide positions upon application of a force on 
said first and second latch members irJ a direction substantially towards said 
base member by said snowboard boot,! 
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said first and second latch member; 
laterally towards each other to 
such that said first and second 
and one of said second notches 

said first latch being engagable wit 



s being further arranged to subsequently move 
ocked positions upon removal of said force 
atch members engage one of said first notches 
respectively^ when in said locked positionSi 
lin each of said first notches and said second "] 



latch being engagable within each of said second notches to selectively couple 
said snowboard boot to said snowboard binding at on e of two predetermined 
heights relative to said snowboard binding. 



50. (Currently Amended) A snowboard binding system, comprising: 
a snowboard boot having a sole portion,la front catch portion located at a front part of 
said sole portion, a first rear catch portion located at a first lateral side of said sole portion 
and a second rear catch portion located at a second lateral side of said sole portion; and 
a snowboard binding configured to be relpasablv r e leasable coupled to said 
^nowboard boot, said snowboard binding including 

a base member having a front portion,la rear portion and a longitudinal axis 

extending between said front and rear portions; 
a front binding member movably coupled to said front portion of said base 

member between a release position and a latched position to selectively hold 
said front catch portion to said snowboard binding when said front binding 
member is in said latched position; 
a first rear binding member coupled to ajfirst lateral side of said rear portion of 
said base member, said first rear binding member including a first latch 
member movable relative to said base member to selectively hold said first 
rear catch portion of said snowboard hoot; and 
a second rear binding member coupled to a second lateral side of said rear portion 
of said base member, said second rear pinding member including a second 
latch member movable relative to said pase member to selectively hold said 
second rear catch portion of said snowboard boot, 
said first and second latch members being arranged to move laterally apart relative 
to each other upon application of a force in a direction substantially towards 
said base member by said snowboard b^ ot, 
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said first and second latch members 
configured to allow forward Ion, 
relative to said first and second 

said front binding member and said 
longitudinal movement of said 
longitudinal axis when said frorjt 
holding said front catch. 



and said first and second rear catches being 
jitudinal movement of said snowboard boot 
atch members, 

front catch being configured to limit 
i|ront catch in a forward direction along said 
binding member is in said latched position 



portion located at a first lateral side of said sole 
located at a second lateral side of said sole port 



5 1 . (Currently Amended) A snowboard boot, comprising: 

an upper portion; and 

a sole portion coupled to said upper porjion, said sole portion having a first rear catch 

portion and a second rear catch portion 
on, 

said first rear catch portion including a jbair of longitudinally extending substantially 

portion including a pair of longitudinally 



parallel first notches and said second rear catch 
extending substantially parallel second notches, 

said first notches being arranged at diffe rent vertical heights and being substantially at 



least partially aligned with each other as viewed 
first notches is selectively engagable with a first 



second notches being arranged at different vertical heights and being substantially at least 



partially aligned with each other as viewed in sai 



in a vertical direction such that each of said 
latch of a snowboard binding , and said 



d vertical direction such that each of said 



second notches is selectively engagable with a second latch of the snowboard binding . 



52. (Previously Added) A snovyboard binding according to claim 1, further 

comprising 

a front binding member movably coupled 'to said front portion of said base member 
between a release position and a latched position. 



5 3 . (Previously Added) 



A snowboard binding according to claim 11, 



wherein 



said first latch member is arranged to move 



downwardly toward said base member 



Page 14 of 25 



Serial No.: 09/836,545 

Amendment dated March 20, 2003 

Reply to Office Action of November 20, 2002 



and laterally outwardly upon application of said force on said first latch member in said 
S n ^ direction substantially towards said base member. 
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